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INTRODUCTION

When seniors are filling out college applications, there is
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always a lot of focus on intended majors. From accounting to
chemistry, Spanish to social work, there are more options than
ever to choose from. But if you're like a lot of students these
days, you might prefer to keep your options open by enrolling
as undecided. And you know what? That's a smart choice.

Because of the many benefits of entering college without
declaring a major and the plentiful resources available to those
students — all of which you'll read about in the pages ahead —
undecided students are just as successful as those who choose
a major from the start.

No matter where you are in the application process, you'll
find this guide helpful. Here, you'll learn several reasons why
starting out as undecided can be a fantastic thing. But first,
what does it really mean?
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Next, find out
three reasons
why it's a smart
choice to enter
as undecided.



YOUGETTO
EXPLORE MORE
FIELDS OF STUDY.

Say you declared marketing from the start. You’d likely begin taking the required
courses and electives immediately—and that’d be terrific, if you knew that’s what
you really wanted to do. But if you aren’t yet sure, why not enter as undecided? Doing
so can give you more time to learn about new things, dive deeper into areas you think
you love and uncover passions you didn’t know you had.

YOU COULD ..
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TAKE A STUDY LEARN AMERICAN
NUTRITION CLASS SHAKESPEARE SIGN LANGUAGE
TRY OUT FINANCIAL CHECK OUT INTRO TO COMPLETE A
ACCOUNTING FORENSIC SCIENCE CORE COURSE

.. all in one year. Doesn’t that sound interesting, productive and fun?



YOU WILL DEVELOP
RELATIONSHIPS YOU
WOULDN'T HAVE OTHERWISE.

As long as you actively participate in your classes, take advantage of office hours
and join study groups, you will get to know professors and other students that you
wouldn’t have met if you weren’t undecided. Even if you eventually step out of that
field, some of those relationships could have a lasting impact.

IMAGINE THIS ...

Open to politics as a }} ? ?
potential major, you

take a contemporary You really enjoy the The two of you form
U.S. politics class. professor and ask a great working
for her help on a relationship, and she
research paper. becomes your mentor. ;
You ultimately decide -0 «

to major in English,
but you keep in touch

: After you graduate,
with her.

she tells you about a
friend of hers who is

hiring a writer. WITH HER ENCOURAGEMENT

‘ ) AND PERSONAL
RECOMMENDATION,
YOU GET THE JOB.

Many students form friendships and connections during
those early exploratory classes that end up lasting a lifetime.



YOU'LL GAIN AN
ARRAY OF SKILLS THAT
EMPLOYERS WANT.

In each class you take during your time of exploration—even if you don’t end up
majoring in that topic—you’ll build knowledge, personal values and professional
skills that you’ll be able to refer to in internship and job interviews. Employers look
for a well-rounded, hardworking prospect who can prove their worth.

IN THOSE TWO EXPLORATORY YEARS ALONE,
YOU COULD DEVELOP EXCELLENT SKILLSIN ...
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~ WHATIT'S LIKETO
@ BE UNDECIDED

AT SIENA COLLEGE

Simply put, it’s exhilarating. Siena wholeheartedly embraces the decision to not
immediately declare a major, whereas other colleges discourage it. In fact, we call
those students “exploring” —Exploring Science, Exploring Business or Exploring
Liberal Arts, officially—because really, being undecided is being open to discovery.
And we’ve got a lot for you explore.

YOU WILL:

FIT RIGHT IN
About half of our freshmen in the School of Business, School
of Liberal Arts and School of Science enter as exploring.

HAVE PLENTY OF TIME TO EXPLORE

Siena College doesn’t require you to declare a major until

the end of your sophomore year. And even if you waited until
then, you’d still have time to graduate in four years.

HAVE ASSISTANCE IN FINDING THE RIGHT MAJOR

We encourage our exploring students to speak with their
advisors, faculty members and other peers. A career center
counselor can also help you pave the way to a specific career
based on your interests, values, skills and more.

HAVE LOTS OF OPTIONS TO CHOOSE FROM

In terms of academics, we offer 31 majors and 80+ minors,
certificates and concentrations, resulting in countless unique
program choices in liberal arts, science and business.



UNDECIDED AT SIENA COLLEGE
HIL D

YOU WILL JOIN THE RANKS OF SUCCESSFUL ALUMNI
Siena graduates who were initially exploring are now enjoying

success in a wide variety of professions such as:
writer/script coordinator at Sony Pictures Television
special agent at the U.S. Department of Commerce
management consultant at Gap International

0%

associate scientist at PepsiCo
physician at Plainview Hospital
and the list goes on...

DID YOU KNOW?

1%

of recent graduates who started go on to receive a graduate,
out exploring were hired at 2/3 participate doctorate, medical, law or
their first full-time job within in an internship other professional degree

one year of graduating

WANT TO KNOW MORE ABOUT SIENA COLLEGE?

Located in Loudonville, New York, Siena

is more than a liberal arts college. It’s a
learning community that prepares students
for a successful life filled with compassion
and drive, service and responsibility.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE HERE


https://www.siena.edu

FROM PARENTS




WHO TO CONTACT
FOR MORE
INFORMATION

Thank you for reading our guide to entering college as
undecided. If you still have questions, or would like to find
out if Siena is the right fit for you, contact us—or come
see us in person. We’re here to help you navigate the
application process from start to finish.

} FIND YOUR ADMISSIONS COUNSELOR BY REGION
} CALL US AT 518-783-2423

} EMAIL US AT ADMISSIONS@SIENA.EDU

} CHECK OUT OUR ADMISSIONS BLOG

} SCHEDULE A CAMPUS VISIT

SIENAcollege

515 Loudon Rd.
Loudonville, NY 12211-1462


https://www.siena.edu/admissions/contact-admissions
mailto:admissions%40siena.edu?subject=
http://admissionsblog.siena.edu/
https://www.siena.edu/admissions/schedule-a-visit

